
Introductions

My name is Cedric Green, I’m a 35-year-old full-stack software developer living in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. My job allows me to express myself creatively in a technical aspect and affords 
me an excellent work life balance. On the job I get to create solutions that increase the overall 
efficiency of daily operations. While I cannot go into extreme detail due to confidentiality 
concerns, I can honestly say that it has been the most rewarding job that I’ve had to date.

● What’s your academic/professional background?

I am currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in computer science and am nearing completion.  Prior to 

entering the tech industry, I was a Class A, Commercial Truck Driver. Prior to this, I owned and managed 

a small lawn service. 

● How did you learn about the OneTen, BIT & Udacity Scholarship? 

It’s a funny story. I was in the process of trying to learn what front end web development was and how 

web development in general worked as I had only been involved in enterprise/local application 

development only. Since web development is gaining heavy traction, it was a no brainer for me to pursue 

expanding my knowledge in the area. While browsing tutorials, an add popped up for the One Ten 

Scholarship through Udacity. I thought to myself no way I’ll get accepted into this program it is probably 

geared toward attracting younger talent, but why not try anyway. I took the leap and applied and just a 

couple of weeks later I got the acceptance email. My heart sank, what an exciting moment in my life to not

be faced with discrimination by the color of my skin but rewarded instead. To know this opportunity was 

available for as an opportunity for blacks to gain training needed to break into technology who haven’t yet 

earned a bachelor’s degree was a huge blessing to say the least.

Choosing to Apply

● How did you come to decide that enrolling in this scholarship program was what you 

wanted to do? Why do it at that particular point in your life/career?

As previously stated, the decision to apply was a no brainer. This was exactly the opportunity I needed to 

supercharge my understanding of web development and something that would keep me accountable. 

When you have other people who believe in you, and they’re investing into you as a person it is the 

ultimate challenge, and you know you’re in good hands. Web development would help me obtain a job 

before finishing my computer science degree, since there was so many help wanted opportunities so I 

had to take the plunge. Although I was working already and making pretty good money, I couldn’t help but

notice that technology was rapidly expanding. From the cameras in our trucks to all the fancy onboard 

communications technology I knew that I had to make a change if I want to stay relevant. Switching 

careers to tech would set me up to provide my kids with the best opportunity I can for years to come.



● Why an online upskilling/learning platform versus a traditional degree program?

The university I am attending is 100% online, so the oneten scholarship program being online fit directly 

into my current lifestyle. I attended one semester at a traditional university and the main problem was the 

fact that it is difficult to attend school with certain class schedules that wouldn’t work with your work 

schedule. This and the commute and all the extra fees persuaded me to attend school on my time and my

terms.

● What Nanodegree program did you enroll in and why? 

I enrolled in the Front-End Web Development Fundamentals Nanodegree. This Nanodegree program 

directly related to and aligned with my current goals to learn the web development side of programming.

The Experience

● What was it like going back to learning after having worked for a period of years? How was

your experience being a student again?

I was already leaning through an online university while working full-time as mentioned. Being a student 

even as an older person is a life-changing experience. I feel like you’re never too old to learn new things, 

and we don’t get any younger so might as well go for your dreams.

● How did you balance your Nanodegree program with the day-to-day demands of your life?

I was already primed and ready to allocate proper time management methods to improve my probability 

for success through my university. The key to managing study and day to day demands successfully 

would be to allocate sure blocks of time and remain consistent. Holding myself accountable to those 

allocated time blocks provides me the biggest benefit in learning the material.

● What aspects of the Udacity experience did you find to be the most exceptional?

The most exceptional part of the experience would have to have been the break down structure of the 

assignments and projects. It is setup to where anything that is already known doesn’t have to be 

specifically finished before moving on to another topic. Some programs lock you down to having to 

complete one thing before another and that can be quite annoying if you already know how to do that. The

fact that Udacity didn’t, allowed me to laser focus on the material that was new to me allowing me to excel

at the limits of my own competency.

● What would you say were the most challenging aspects of the program? The most 

rewarding?

The most challenging aspect was dealing with a particular reviewer that tried to accuse me of cheating. 

This was a bad experience because I knew that I did not cheat, and it nearly caused me to just forgo the 



rest of the program out of anger. Instead, I decided to show my true skills and teach that reviewer a 

lesson that would hopefully change their views on how they review people and learn how to better 

recognize a true cheater before they make the decision to say someone is cheating. The reason it was so 

annoying was the fact that once they accuse you, you don’t get an opportunity to directly respond... they 

forward you to the rules on cheating and that’s all. Since there’s no opportunity to do so, I took the liberty 

of my next submission to respond through the code in my project. I added full negative logic to make it 

very hard to understand the structures, following up with comments to explain step by step like I would 

with a 5-year-old. Ultimately, they overturned the decision after seeing I knew exactly what I was doing, 

and the project passed that time.

The most rewarding part of the program was the section on CSS Flexbox. Flexbox was a very rewarding 

topic due to how much can be done for the responsiveness on a website by using this feature. If I could 

choose only one topic to have in my toolbox after Udacity, Flexbox takes the cake. The teaching process 

regarding this aspect was very thorough.

Outcomes 

● Have you obtained a new job, promotion, pay increase, or an increase in confidence as a 

result of this Scholarship?

I am now gracefully employed as a full-time software developer because of this scholarship. I use 

everything I’ve learned through Udacity daily in my role. The material learned gave me complete 

confidence in accepting this role. I fit right in, and everything made sense as I was directly interacting with 

the same material I was taught in Udacity but on a professional level. I can attest that the fundamentals 

are the most important part of working in the field and Udacity does an excellent job in making sure the 

projects mirror what you would expect in the real world.

● What doors began to open that were previously closed for you?

Doors in the web development realm started to open to the point now where I have recruiters in my 

LinkedIn inbox instead of me looking for them. It’s such a wonderful feeling to be working in an in-demand

position in an in-demand field of work.

● What challenges have you faced as a minority/member of an underrepresented group 

either working in tech, or trying to break into a technology role? How did this scholarship 

prepare you to overcome these challenges?

Being discriminated against or offered a lower salary compared to my ethic counterparts is a challenge I 

faced in the blue-collar world. Moving into white collar as an African American man was seamless in the 

tech world. It’s not about what color you are, or who you are the tables are turned here because it’s about 

WHAT YOU KNOW now. That in of itself makes me feel proud to have accomplished the level of 

technical competency that I gained through the Udacity scholarship I received.



● Did the Udacity experience change your life in any way beyond the professional/career 

level? For instance, are you generally more confident now? Do you approach problem-

solving in a different way? Has the experience had any lasting impact on you on a 

personal level?

Udacity has sparked a new interest within me. I want to help as many people as I can who may feel 

limited or underrepresented find their way through the tangled mess of the world. I share my experiences 

and tips and tricks in hope that someone, somewhere will be motivated to take the first step in beginning 

their own journey. I will continue helping others as long as I can.

Open Ended Questions

● “This Scholarship helped me…”

This scholarship has helped me solidify the concepts of client-server relationships, how the web works, 

and web development fundamentals. For anyone looking to break into web development, this is a must 

have skill. You will set yourself apart from the competition as you will master the fundamental building 

blocks. Anyone thinking about purchasing a Udacity course… It is well worth the investment. You will 

learn if you are ready to put in the work required. 

● “The most important thing I learned during this Scholarship Program was…”

Final Remarks OneTen - is there anything else that you would like to share with OneTen about this

scholarship and your experience?

I want to thank Maurice Jones and the rest of the OneTen Team for investing in my future. A little help 

goes a long way. This scholarship has helped me reach new heights in my journey for success and I hope

that you all will continue to inspire other people like me, continue the investments in underrepresented 

minorities, because each live changed is like a ripple from a rock thrown into calm water. This ripple of 

kindness and generosity grows larger and larger, and with enough ripples we can certainly change the 

world. We will eventually achieve equality, even if by one ripple at a time.

Final Remarks Udacity

If Udacity wants to sponsor any further training through any of their tech-related I would love to participate

and provide honest, detailed, feedback as a spokesperson. 


